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the shores of the Black Sea. But his military and diplomatic
versatility were remarkable. He had the good sense to use
the destruction of Jerusalem and the loss of the cross as an
incentive to recalcitrant Christians, and a faculty for every-
where stimulating discontent with an imaginary tyrant. He
seemed to his enemies to be everywhere at once and always
commanding in person. A threat to the capital from the
Persian army on the Asiatic shore of the Bosphorus produced
a clever feint in the direction of Ispahan. At another moment
we find him fighting a successful battle in Cilicia and pushing
up through Taurus into Anatolia. Next he allied himself with
the Turks, and after an incongruous scene in which the Khan
prostrated himself before the purple Caesar, and was rewarded
by Heraclius placing his own diadem upon his head, he
obtained a promise from him to create a diversion in the
eastern provinces.

Finally the moment came to march down the Tigris and
fight a decisive battle. He encountered the Persian army,
under Chosroes' principal general, amongst the mounds which
cover the ruins of Nineveh, and defeated it. His personal
exploits during the battle have probably been exaggerated
by admiring historians. Here again, at all events, a horse's
name is recorded, for his charger Phallas they remember with
affection, and tell how, badly wounded in the leg, he carried
Heraclius clear through the triple phalanx of the enemy.

Chosroes, meanwhile, had withdrawn to Dastagerd; but
on hearing the result of the battle, * escaped with Siva and
three concubines through a hole in the wall' and surrepti-
tiously transferred his little party to the greater security of
Ctesiphon. When the Romans sacked his precious Dastagerd
he abdicated, so obviating a more spectacular culmination of
the Roman triumph.

But for Heraclius the greatest triumph was yet to come.
The True Cross, which had been carefully guarded by
Chosroes5 pious wife, was now handed back, and he had the
satisfaction of ceremonially restoring it to its shrine.

While Heraclius was occupied about this business in Jeru-
salem, an obscure town on the confines of Syria was pillaged "by
a party of fanatical Arabs, apostles of the prophet whose name
Chosroes had long ago forgotten, and the ominous word jiliad,
or Holy War, was hear$ for the first time in the southern deserts.